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CHINH TRI DIEN MAO CUA NHO GIAO VA TAC PONG CUA NO
PEN SU HAI HUOC CUA NGUOI TRUNG QUOC

WEIHE XU"

Loi ngwoi dich: Weihe Xu (Htra V€ Hoa) 1a mot hoc gia Han hoc uy tin, hién lam viéc tai
Hoa Ki. Cac cong trinh cua 6ng thuong dugc danh gia cao boi sy ti mi trong vige tra clru tu
liéu gbc va kha ning dién giai chung dudi ling kinh chinh tri - xa hoi hién dai. Trong sb do,
bai viét “The Confucian Politics of Appearance and Its Impact on Chinese Humor”' 1a mot
nghién ctu dac sdc, mora huong tiép can m&i mé vé su giao thoa gitra dao dtrc, van hoa chinh
trj va mi hoc. Tac gia dd boc tach 16p vo ngdn ngit va nghi 18 Nho giao dé chi ra cach “chinh
trj dién mao” dinh hinh nén ciu trac tu duy va phan tng dbi voi cai hai cua cac bac quan tir
Trung Qudc xua. Nghién ctru ndy khong chi cung cip nhing bién giai sau sic ddi voi cac dién
ngon ve 18 nghi, dién mao trong xa héi Trung Qudc, ma con 01 md nhitng hudng nghién ctiru
so sanh thi vi vé su ton tai cua cai hai trong van hoc va van hoa Viét Nam von chiu anh hudng
twrong dong tir truyén thong Nho gido. Day 14 tai liéu tham khao gia tri cho cac nha nghién ciru
van hoa, triét hoc va li ludn van hoc hién nay.

Ngay nhdn bai: 30.04.2026, ngay nhan bai swa: 09.05.2026,
ngay duyét dang: 10.05.2026.

Trong x hdi Trung Qudc truyén théng, nha nho c6 thai do than trong voi hai hude, dic biét
1 gitra cac bac quan ttr. Ngudi ung ho nhiét thanh cho tinh than hai hude & Trung Qudc thoi hién
dai 1a Lam Ngit Puong (1895-1976), cho rang su than trong niy bat ngudn tir 1 gido, boi 18 gido

2, Qua thuc, d6i voi dién mao

da khién nguoi Trung Qudc thudng mang “khudn mit nghiém nghi
va phong thai dung muc ctia con nguoi, 18 trude hét nhdn manh sy cung kinh va trang nghiém.
Do c6 su ddi 1ap ty nhién giita cung kinh/ trang nghiém véi tiéng cudi/ sy hai hudc, sirc ning to
16n ctia 18 trong van dé nay da khién guong mét nguoi ta trd nén nghiém nghi.

Mic du quan diém nay duoc chinh Lam Ngir Pudng nhic lai va duoc nhiéu nguoi khac
hudng Gng?, nhung nhan dinh ciia 6ng khong chi cin n6i & thém ma con dang dé nghién
ctru sau hon & day. Do 1& doi hoéi ngudi quan tir phai cung kinh va trang nghiém, dic biét
khi xudt hién trudc cong chung, vi vay khién ho, hon ai hét, co vé nghiém nghi va thiéu hai
huéce & noi cong cong. Tuy nhién, diéu quan trong hon 1a Lam Ngit Puong dudng nhu da
quén giai thich 1i do tai sao ngay tir dau 18 lai dat nang qua mirc vao sy cung kinh va trang
nghiém nhu thé.

* GS. - DPai hoc Middlebury (Hoa Ki). Email: wxu@middlebury.edu

1 Cong b6 trén tap chi thlosophy East and West, tap 54, s6 4 (thang 10, 2004), 514-532.

2 Xem Lam Ngit Buong, ‘U muyc tap thoai,” Ldam Ngit Puong tuyén tdp (NXB Db Thu, 1969), 173, 177; va 1o
tua cua ong cho cudn Chinese Wit and Humor George Kao bién soan (Coward-McCann, 1946), xxxi.

3 Xem David R. Knechtges, “Wit, Humor, and Satire in Early Chinese Literature (to A.D, 220),” Monumenta
Serica, 629 (1971): 81; Diém Quang Lam, Cdai hai: Giita cam ki va buéng long (Cong ty xuat ban Vin héa Qubc
té, 1989), 28, 113, 115; va Tran Hiéu Anh, B mdt ciia su hai hirde (NXB Kich ngh¢ Trung Qudc, 1989), 159, 161.
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Do vay, muc dich cua t6i & day khong phai 1a nghién ctru ban than sy hai hudc cua nguoi
Trung Qudc, ma ding hon, theo cach néi Tuan Tir (313-238 TCN), 14 “ban cai can nguyén”
thai d6 ciia nguoi Trung Qudc trong truyén théng ddi véi sy hai hude!. Toi sé chimg minh rang
nhitng quan niém ciia ngudi Trung Qudc xwa vé dién mao va phong thai xa hoi 1a cin nguyén
dan t6i viée chinh tri hoa dién mao ctia Nho gido va chinh quan diém chinh tri vé dién mao
nay da doi hoi 18 gido phai nhdn manh vao su cung kinh va trang nghiém.

Trong bén phan théo luan sau day, phan thir nhit s& trinh bay ngén gon ndi ham va ngoai
dién ctia mot s6 thuat ngir thuong ding dé chi dién mao trong ¢ Han ngir. Phan hai va phan ba
s& lan luot lam 13 bon giad dinh co ban lam nén tang cho viéc chinh tri hoa dién mao cua Nho
giao va sy hoan thién cua no trong 1&. Phan cudi cung thao luan vé hé qua tur viéc han ché su
hai hudc theo quan diém chinh tri vé dién mao cua Nho giao.

[...]7
1L

Céc quan diém chinh tri vé dién mao caa Nho gido dugc xac lap dua trén bdn gia dinh co
ban. Gia dinh dAu tién va co ban nhit 1a moi sy vat hién tugng déu c6 mbi tuong quan, déu bét
nguf)n ti/ va la mot phﬁn cla cai Nhat — ti thuong, du n6 duoc goi la Thdi Nhat hay
Dao jfi theo Dao gia, Thdi cuc “Mij theo “Dich truyén” hay Khong 2 cta Phat gido, hodc
V6 cuc £ Ay hodc Thién Ii =ZF! theo Tan Nho gia. Nhitng sy vat, hién tuong nay c6 quan hé
chat ché khong chi bdi tinh tuong déng vé nguén géc t61 hau ma con boi sy tuong lién thong
qua qué trinh sinh thanh, chuyén hoa va bo sung 1an nhau, ma ndi bat nhét 13 trong mdi quan
hé twong hd ctia am - duong. Chung ta c6 thé nhan thiy “thuyét nhat nguyén dong théng qua
quan hé bién chimg” nay (theo cach néi cua Tran Vinh Tiép) trong triét 1i 4m - duong, ngii
hanh; trong su déng nhat gitia thi - phi, hitu - v6 cua Trang tlr, va moi sy vat hién tugng trong
vil try; trong cach nhin nhan thé gidi hién tuong dudi nhin quan tuyét dbi luan cua Thién thai
tong hay trong nhimng phat biéu ctia Tan Nho gia rang: “Ty nhién va con ngudi nhat thé” va
“thién 1i chi c6 mot nhung biéu hién ctia n6 thi muén hinh van trang™”

Niém tin phat xuét tir nhit nguyén luan néu trén 13 gia dinh co ban thir hai: dién mao
d6 twong lién voi thyc tai/ chan 1i. Pbi v6i nguoi Trung Qudc cd, that kho dé hinh dung ¢
mot khoang cach ¢d hitu gitra dién mao va thyc tai/ chan li (nhu gitra khai ni¢m hién tugng
[phenomena] va vat tu nd [noumena] cua Kant?), boi trong mat ho (ngoai trir Trang tu),
nhirng biéu hién bén ngoai luén biéu hién thuc tai/ chan li bang cich nay hay cach khéc.
Hoa Nghiém tong, tong phai Phat gido thudn Trung Hoa, thim chi tuyén bd rang moi hién

1 Tuan Huong, “Tinh éc,” trong Tudn tir, Canh Van bién soan (NXB Cb tich Thuong Hai, 1996), 255. Cac trich
dan tir sach Tudn tir déu du’orc dan tr ban in nay.

2 Nguoi dich luge bo phan thir nhat.

3 Xem thém: Qudch Diém S¢ m triic gidn 2R)E 24T (NXB Vian Vat, 1998), 13; 4 Source Book in Chinese
Philosophy, Tran Vinh Tiép bién soan va dich (Princeton University Press,1963), 183, 184 245,246,499, 524; va
Kenneth K. S. Ch’en, Buddhism: The Light of Asia (Barron’s Educational Series, 1968), 161-163.

4 Xem Immanuel Kant, Chuong 3: Analytic of Principles, Critique of Pure Reason.

> Xem chuong “Thién dao” trong Trang ti todn dich, Truong Canh Quang bién soan (NXB Nhan dan Quy Chau,
199 1) Tai day, tac gia phu nhan mot cach dit khoat quan diém cho ring vé bé ngoai (ngoai tuéng) 1a su biéu hién
tat yéu cua thuc tai/ chan 1i.
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tugng déu 1a biéu hién ddy du va hoan hao cua cai tuyét doi'. Nguoc lai, ngudi ta ciing cd
thé tin rang thuc tai/ chan li ludn ty biéu hién bang cach nay hay cach khac. Vi du, theo Lio
tur, Pao khong chi 1a cai tugng khong co vat thé ma vi sinh ra van vat, nén no cé tuong. Vay
chung ta c6 thé khong goi nhitng anh tuong nay 14 anh twong cua thyc tai/ chan li (theo quan
niém cua Dao gia) hay sao?

Hon nira, d6i khi cac anh tuong thuc tai/ chan li 1a do con nguoi kién tao nén. Nhu dugc mé
ta trong “Dich truyén”, 64 qué trong Chu dich 1a nhitng anh tugng do con nguoi tao ra, hodc
chinh xac hon, tugng trung cho thuc tai/ chan li cta vii try. Cau chuyén vé viée tao ra céc qué
dich dién ra nhu sau: dugc cac luc luong siéu nhién phu trg, cac bac thanh nhan da sang tao ra
cac qué dich bang cach quan sat, thau sudt, tai hién thé gisi hién tuong; cac ngai da “xét hinh
dung ctia ching, bit chudc ma twong trung cac vt ciing tinh cach cia ching, cho nén goi la
tuong” (Chu dich). Muc dich cta cac bac thanh nhan khi tao ra cac qué 1a “thong sudt cai dirc

99 ¢¢

ctia than minh, diéu hoa cai tinh cua van vat”, “thuén theo cai I& cua tinh ménh” va cho biét

dao cua troi, dao cua dit va dao cua nguoi (Chu dich).

Céc béc thanh nhan d rat thanh cong trong nd lyc sang tao nay ma hé qua 1a hé thong qué
dich dugc khen ngoi 1a: “Khudn theo troi dét, cho nén c6 thé bao dung dugc dao cua troi dat.
Ngang 1én ma xem thién van, cli xudng ma xem dia li, cho nén biét nguyén nhén ciia u minh.
Suy nguyén tir trudc, tré lai vé sau nén biét cai thuyét séng chét... [Pao cua] Dich rong 16n
thay! Noi vé xa thi dao 4y v cling; n6i vé gan thi dao dy tinh ma chinh; noéi vé khoang trong
troi dat, thi dao y gdm dua ca” (Chu dich).

N(')i cach khac, Dich “thau tom hét moi viéc co thé xay ra trong thién ha”, sy trinh hi¢n cta
n6 gém: van ¥, dong B, vu 355, nghiép ¥, co ﬁy chi ., trach [ig E (Chu dich). Vi cac tac
gia ctia “Dich truyén”, Dich duong nhu 1a mé hinh thu nhé hoan hao ctia vii try?, mot tiéu vil
tru hoan toan tuong tng vai dai vii try vé ca khia canh hinh nhi thuong va hinh nhi ha®, va mét
“qua cau pha 1&” bao chira, chi dao, dan dat va ly giai moi sy vat, hién tugng.

V& mit nhan thtrc luan, néu biéu hién bén ngoai va thyc tai/ chan li c6 quan h¢ vdi nhau,
thi nguoi ta co thé nhan thire thuc tai/ chan i qua biéu hién bén ngoai. Theo “Dich truyén”,
day chinh la cach cac bac thanh nhan tham nhap thuc tai/ chan li tdi hau cua vil tru: trude khi
tao ra qué dich, cac ngai da quan sat cac hién tugng cua thé gid1i, sau khi c6 qué dich, cac ngai

L Ch’en, Buddhism, 163-164.

2 Xem Phung Hitu Lan, A4 History of Chinese Philosophy, tap 1, Derk Bodde dich (Princeton University Press,
1952), 390.

3 Su tuong chiéu gilra tiéu vii try va dai vii tru ndy 1 cach dién dat dwgc muon lai tir Gerald Swanson, nguoi
d3 luu ¥ rang phép tuong chiéu nay 1a “mot tién gia dinh co ban ciia bd Kinh Dich”. Xem Gerald Swanson, “The
Concept of Change in the Great Treatise,” trong Exploration in Early Chinese Cosmology, Henry Rosemont Jr.
chu bién (Scholars Press, 1984), 76. Xem thém thao luin cua Joseph Needham vé dai vii try va tiéu vii tru lién
quan dén Chu dich trong Science and Civilisation in China, tip 2 (Cambridge University Press, 1956), 294-
303. Hon nira, Franklin M. Doeringer cho réng “cai vo hinh” (v6 hinh/v6 cuc) va “céi hiru hinh” (hiru hinh/
thai cuc), hay “cai hién tugng” va “cai phi hiru han” cau thanh nén hai phuong dién cua thuc tai ma cac tac gia
cua thién “He tir” da hinh dung; 6ng ciing so sanh chung véi khai niém “cai khong biéu hién” (phi hién/ hon
mang) va “céi biéu hién” (biéu hién/ vii tru) cua Mircea Eliade. Xem Franklin M. Doeringer, “The Gate in the
Circle: A Paradigmatic Symbol in Early Chinese Cosmology,” Philosophy East and West, tap 32, sb 3 (thang
7, 1982): 310, 315, 316.
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“thiét 1ap va quan sat cac anh tuong (cua qué dich)”'. DU bang cach nao, ho ciing thau triét
cac nguyeén li, ban chat va ménh van cua van vat, cting nhu vé cai “cuc phuc tap” (= lﬁﬁ), “cuc
dong” (=), “cai duc tbi cao” (Z fi), “cuc tinh vi” (E—*ﬁj), “cuc bién hoa” (Z7@) va “than
diéu tot bac” (=l cta v tru (Chu dich).

Nhung sy biéu hién thuc tai/ chan 1i trong dién mao bén ngoai thudng khong tryc tiép, rd rang.
Nhu Lio tir timg néi vé hinh trang cta Pao, ching thudng “thdp thoang map mo” (thién 21, Lao
tr). D61 khi nhiing biéu hién nay tham chi con c6 vé khac biét hoac che lép thuc tai/ chan li. Do vay,
d6i khi rat kho truc tiép nim bt thyc tai/ chan Ii thong qua dién mao bén ngoai. Ngay ca Khong tir
cling ting tu hoi ngudi loi khau 1a bac quén tir hay chi khodc 1dy vé ngoai trang nghiém.

Tuy nhién, d6i voi Khong tir va nhimg ngudi Trung Qudc ¢o khac, sy khong théng nhat bé
ngoai gitra dién mao va thyc tai/ chan 1i khong cho thay bang ¢ nao vé sy phéan tach noi tai
giita chung; nhimg bién dang, sai 1éch hay sy che khuit do dién mao bén ngoai giy ra khong
nhat thiét che gidu thyc tai/ chan 1i. D6 1a nguyén do Khong tir c6 thé van thiu sudt vé xdo
ngdn 1énh sdc cia nguoi khac dé théy 13 ban chét cia ho — nhiing ké it long nhan (Lugn ngi).
Hon nita, Qudch Diém S¢ mé triic gian da dwa ra hai xac quyét: i. “nguoi ta khong thé tra
nguy, co thé biét duoc”; ii. “xét cai biéu hién cta nguoi ta, tinh co thé 1Am u?2.

Néu thuyec tai/ chan li 1an tranh nguoi ta, nghia 1a néu nguoi ta khong thé linh hoi thuc tai/
chan 1i thong qua di¢n mao bén ngoai, thi d6 1a boi ho khong biét cach suy xét dién mao bén
ngoai. Nhan xét cua Stephen Owen vé tin niém nay cua Nho gia dac biét sau sdc: “mot su hop
tu phirc tap cua cac tinh hudng c6 thé che day bat ky chéan li ndi tai nao; nhung néu nguoi ta
biét cach nhin nhan, chan li ndi tai d6 van hién hiru trong cac hién tuong ngoai tai’™. biéu nay
gian tiép xac nhan dién mao bén ngoai ludn phan anh thuc tai/ chan i, du bang cach nay hay
cach khéc. Do do, viéc ai do gia bo hoac tra nguy ludn phan bdi lai mong mubn gia bo hoac
lira gat cua ngudi ay, va do vy vo tinh vach tran diéu gi d6 vé nhan cach thyuc cta ngudi dy,
mién 14 ta biét cach quan sat hodc ling nghe*.

Nhung khong phai ai ciing biét cach, hodc c¢6 thé nhin thiy hodc nghe duoc thyc tai/chan
li qua dién mao bén ngoai. Hon nita, cling khong dé dé 1am duoc didu nay. “Dich truyén” noi
rang thanh nhan co thé tham nhép thuc tai/ chan 1i qua thé gidi hién tuong khong chi boi sy
phu tro cua than thanh va tri tué cta hién triét ma con boi cac ngai “biét duge sdu va xét duge
tinh vi”. Mit khac, Khong tir va Manh tir duong nhu cho rang sy sang sudt va kha ning hiéu
biét cach quan sat va ling nghe ctia con ngudi c6 kha niang dan ngudi ta dén véi thuc tai/ chan
li, dic biét 1a trong viéc hiéu vé ngudi khéc.

Khéng tu luu v hai cach tiép can dé biét v& mot nguoi: “nhin viéc lam cia nguoi, xem
nguyén do [vi€c lam] cua nguoi, xét sy an vui trong viéc lam cia nguodi” va “hiéu 101 n6i cua

1 Needham c6 1& ciing da lvu y dén diéu nay khi 6ng nhén dinh réng bd Kinh Dich di “dan dén mot su cach diéu
hoa céc khai niém, gan tuong tu nhu nhitng su cach di¢u hoa timg xay ra trong cac loai hinh ngh¢ thuat & mot so
thoi dai, va diéu nay cudi cung da ngan can cac hoa si nhin vao ban thé ciia Ty nhién”. Xem Needham, Science
and Civilisation in China, 336.

2 Qudch Diém S6 mé tric gidn, 180, 183.

3 Stephen Owen, Readings in Chinese Literary Thought (Council on East Asian Studies, Harvard University
Press, 1992), 21.

4 Nhu trén, 23.
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ngudi”. Khong tir khang dinh rang “khong hiéu 16i noi ciia ngudi, khong c6 cach nao dé biét
ngudi d6” va raing mot trong nhirng dic diém cua nguoi da thong sudt 1a kha nang “xét 13 10
n6i ma nhin ré dugc hinh sic” ctia ngudi khac (Ludn ngir). Nhu da dé cap ¢ trén, Manh tir cho
rang ngudi ta nén nghe 10i néi clia ngudi, nhin con nguoi ctia ngudi: “Con nguoi khong thé
che gidu diéu x4u ciia ngudi ta. Trong 10ng trung chinh thi con nguoi sang sua, trong 1ong bat
chinh thi con nguoi 10 d0” (Manh tiF). Khi duge hoi thé nao 1a “hiéu 10i n6i ciia ngudi”, Manh
tir tra 10i: “Nghe 101 noi 1éch lac thi biét c6 chd che gidu. Nghe 161 dam tinh thi biét ¢ chd chim
dam. Nghe 10i thoai thac thi biét ¢6 chd cung 1i” (Manh tir). Tuong ty nhu vay, “Dich truyén”
khang dinh: “[K¢] sap 1am phan thi 10 1& gian tra, trong 10ng nghi hodc thi 10i n6i lung tung.
Ké néng nay thi nhiéu 101, ngudi tot thi it 11. Ké gia dbi thi 101 néi khong thye, ké khong gitr
virng chi thi 161 n61 quanh co” (Chu dich). Dang thie “tam li hoc ngdn nglr”” nay lam rd co s¢
li ludn cdn ban coa viéc “hiéu rd 161 n6i” ciia Khong tir, boi 101 ndi cia mot ngudi nhit dinh
biéu thi tAm/tri va ban tinh cia ho, do d6, thong qua 10i ai d6 noi, chiing ta ¢ thé biét tinh
cach thyc su ciia nguoi dy. Loi 1ap luan nay khong chi ham y mdi tuong quan giita biéu hién
bén ngoai va thyc tai/ chan li ma con gia dinh mot lién hé tat yéu giita dién mao bén ngoai va
tinh cach bén trong cua con nguoi.

Do vay, gia dinh thtr ba vé& quan diém chinh trj ctia Nho gido dbi véi dién mao 1a ci bén
trong nhat dinh cho biét vé cai bén ngoai, cai bén ngoai - du d6i khi mo hd - nhit dinh thé hién
cai bén trong', va cai bén ngoai co thé bdi dudng va thay doi cai bén trong. Nhitng trich dan &
trén tur 101 cua Khé)ng ta, Manh tir, “Dich truyén” va Lé ki cling chtirng thyc cho hai m¢nh dé
dau tién cia gia dinh nay?. Mot s6 nhan dinh tir cac kinh dién ciing dang dé bd sung thém: i.
“Tac phong trang nghiém va ton quy 13 biéu hién hodc nén tang cua dirc hanh”; ii. “Tam ¢ bén
trong (mot nguoi) nhung khong thé bi che day, n6 dugc thé hién ra bén ngoai qua di¢n mao va
hién 10 trén nét mat cua nguoi d6”; iii. “Cai bén trong phai mang hinh thirc bén ngoai”, “ban
tinh ctia bac quan tir 1a nhan, nghia, 18, tri c6 can ré tir tim nhung duoc biéu hién thuan khiét
va séng 1o ra ngoai, hién 1én trén gwong mat, tran ddy o lung, trai khap tr chi - von khong thé
n6i nhung duge boc 16 ra”; iv. “Néu (cam giac) chan that nim bén trong con nguoi thi tryc giac
s& boc 16 n6 ra bén ngoai”; v. Su chan thanh ¢ trong nhung mang 13y hinh thirc bén ngoai”; vi.
Khi 1& nhac tac dong téi ndi tam thi hiéu qua ctia n6 sé dugc thé hién ra bén ngoai’”

Ménh dé can dugc 1am rd thém 12 ménh dé cudi cung trong gia dinh dang dugc ban dén:
Cu thé, sy trinh hién ra bén ngoai ctia mot nguoi ¢ thé anh huong khong chi dén pham chat
ndi tdm cua anh ta ma con tac dong dén dién mao cling nhu ndi tam cua nguoi khac. Ménh dé
nay chung té n6 1a tin niém tryuc tiép (hon) dan dén sy chinh tri hoa dién mao caa Nho gido.
Trong khi “Dich truyén” dua ra mot vi du ti€u cuc cho niém tin nay — “trau chubt séc dep la du

! Tuy nhién, ¢6 luc sach Lé ki duorng nhu mau thuin v6i quan niém nay khi cho rang “Long nguoi sau kin dén

muc khong thé do thau. Nhung yeu ghét y von ton tai trong tam kham con ngudi, va do d6 khong biéu 16 ra ngoai
nét mat”. Xem chu(rng ‘L& van” trong Lé ki.

2 Stephen Owen ciing di dua ra mot thao ludn sau sic vé chi dé nay. Xem Owen, Reading in Chinese Literary
Thought, 19-23.

3 Xem: Kinh Thi, bai s 256; cdc chuong “Tam thuat ha” va “Noi nghié¢p” trong sach Qudan tik, Tran Vinh Han
bién soan (NXB Quan ly Klnh té, 1999) 493, 571; sach Manh Tir; chwong “Ngu phu” trong Trang Tur toan dich,
573; cac chuong “Van Vuong the 0 va “Dal hoc” trong Lé ki.
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dd dam duc” thi Quan tur cung cép mot vi du tich cuc cho tin niém nay: “Stra sang hinh dung
dé tu dudng dirc hanh”. Theo céc tac gia cia chuong “Tam thuat ha” va “Noi nghiép” trong
sach Qudn tir, néu dién mao ciia mot ngudi khong doan chinh, dirc hanh s& bit cap; nhung néu
nguoi ta chinh dbn dung mao cho “nghiém trang, kinh can thi tinh than s& an dinh™".

Niém tin rang cai bén ngoai c6 thé vun bdi va thay doi cai bén trong ciing 1a co s cho quan
niém cia Nho gido vé& quyén cai trj va 18 nghi. Nhu Chad Hansen d chi ra, tim 1i hoc dao
dtrc Nho gia dan t6i nén chinh tri-luan i theo kiéu “noi guong”. Khi bac quan vuong cai tri
bé‘mg mau hinh dao dirc cia minh, “mau hinh dao dirc cia quan vuong chic chan s& dan dén
thai binh va hoa hop, bdi dan chung s€ bi thu hut dé noi theo theo dtrc hanh cta bac cai tri;
va khi lam nhu vay s€ vun boi tam tinh dao dire cta chinh ho”2. Péi vi Manh tir va Tuan ti,
nhimg udc thiic bén ngoai c¢6 thé vun bdi tAm tinh dao dirc ciia con ngudi chinh 13 18. Manh
tir cho rang mac du ban tinh con ngudi von 1a thién, nhung do tic dong bén ngoai, con ngudi
thuong danh mat dic tot ban dau dy. Tuy nhién, ngudi ta co thé phuc nguyén tinh thién da mat
bang “con dudng hoc van”, nghia 1a bang viéc suy tu va hoc tap nghia va 1, boi “nghia 1a con
duong, 18 1a ctra”; diéu cbt yéu can hoc 1a “quy cu” (3171, nghia den 1a dung cu dé v& hinh
tron va dung cu dé v& hinh vuong) va 1& chinh 14 chiéc thude tron, thude vuong d6 (Manh twr).
Mic du ¢6 quan niém khac vé ban tinh con ngudi, Tudn tir ciing c¢6 cung niém tin vé strc manh
ctia 1 trong viéc lam cho con ngudi tro nén thién luong. Ong cho rang dé xay dung mot xa hoi
cong béng va trat ty thi budc phai “udn nan, stra d6i” ban tinh con nguoi tr bén ngoai. Bo 1a li
do nhitng bac thanh vuwong doi trudce thiét 1p chinh nghia, luat phap, thé ché va 18 nghi. Tuan
tir viét: “Tinh 4c cua ngudi doi nay tat phai doi thanh vuong cai tri, 1& nghia gido hoa, sau méi
phat ra & duc tri, hoi hop vdi dlc thién vay”.

Theo Tuén tir, thay d6i tinh 4c ctia con nguoi qua hoc tap va tuan thi 1& nghi 1a nhiém vu
cua tu than. Muc tiéu cua tu than la tao ra mot con ngudi co6 phém tinh t6t, mot quan tu, tham
chi 12 mot thanh nhén; viéc dat dén tinh thién, dat Dao hay pham chit thanh nhan doi hoi can
c6 18, boi 18 gitip nguoi ta phan biét didu thién, chinh dén than minh, va tri khi dudng tdm. Cu
thé, 18 chi dao tam tinh, y chi, tri thure va tu tudng ctiia con nguoi, diéu chinh cach an uéng,
qu?m 40, noi ¢ va cac hoat dong; déng thoi rén luyén stc khoe, dién mao, thai do va phong
thai (Tuan tir).

H6 Gng v6i Tuén tir, Lé ki cho rang 18 1a cong cu thanh nhan dung dé “tri that tinh va tu
dudng thap nghia”. Lé ki ciing nhdn manh diém c6t yéu: 18 vun boi pham chit dao dirc cua
mot nguoi thong qua diéu chinh va cai thién dién mao cua nguoi dé: “1& so di chinh ddn duoc
[hanh vi, cir chi] bén ngoai” 14 bai tu stc dang vé bén ngoai va sira tri ban than. Do vay, Lé
ki khéng dinh: “khéi du cua 18 va nghia nam & viéc chinh dén dién mao, nghiém chinh than
sdc va huéng dan 16 noi ctia con nguoi ta”. O day, Lé ki khong chi hé Gmg véi 101 can din luc
1am chung ctia Tang tir vé dién mao, than sic va ngdn ngit cia ngudi quan tir (Ludn ngiF), ma

1 Xem thém céc chuong “Tam thuat thuong”, “Tam thuit ha” va “Néi nghiép” trong sach Qudn tir, 282, 286-

288, 339-344; va A. C. Graham, Disputers of the Tao: Philosophical Argument in Ancient China (Open Court,
1989), 100-105. .
2 Chad Hansen, “Freedom and Moral Responsibility in Confucian Ethics,” Philosophy East and West, tap 32, s6
2 (thang 4, 1972): 173, 174.
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con hd ung véi quan diém dugc dua ra trude do trong Thueong thir: moi viée ciia con nguoi
déu khoi dau tir dién mao.

Tuy nhién, chinh Tir Can (171-218) - mot tac gia thoi Pong Han 1a ngudi i giai rd nhét cin
nguyén dan dén viéc Nho giao chi y ddc biét dén dién mao ciia con ngudi. Boi cai bén ngoai
va cai bén trong ¢ quan hé v6i nhau, nén cai bén ngoai ¢ thé anh hudng va thay doi cai bén
trong, va su thay d6i nay chic chan sé& thé hién ra cai bén ngoai. Theo d6, Tir Can chi ra rang
dé tro thanh ngudi quén tir, nguoi ta trude hét phai xdy dung mot dién mao mau muc (phép
tuong 3% §3): “Dién mao la phu biéu ctia ngudi vay. Phu biéu chinh dinh, cho nén tinh tinh tri;
tinh tinh tri, cho nén nhan nghia con; nhan nghia con, cho nén thinh dac hién 19; thinh drc hién
16, cho nén c6 thé 1am phap tugng’™

Vay lam thé nao dé ngudi ta dat duge dién mao mau muc nhu vay? Va dién mao d6 trong
ra sao? Céu tra 16i ciia Tir Can 13 hiy bét dau bang viéc chinh don va nghiém chinh dung mao
ctia minh theo 1&; sau d6, két qua 14 dién mao s& trang trong va ton nghiém (Trung ludn). Nhu
vay, Tir Can da nhic lai va ciing ¢6 tin niém rang 1 c¢6 thé khién con nguoi trd nén tot dep bat
dau tir bén ngoai. Vé viéc khi nao nguoi ta can trang trong hay ton nghiém, Tir Can quy dinh
nguoi d6 phai “trang nghiém vai ké dudi, kinh can voi nguoi trén” (Trung lugn).

Viéc Tir Can nhan manh sy trang nghiém va kinh can ho Gmg véi cac kinh dién Nho gia trude
d6. Thuong thw khéng dinh “dién mao biéu hién sy kinh can” va “kinh cén tao su trang nghiém”.
Thi kinh khuyén: “mdi ngudi phai coi trong dung nghi ctia minh va phai 1am cho minh ‘dang
kinh thay! Pang kinh thay! Pao trdi sang rd’”. Nhu ta s& thay & phan sau, Ludn ngit chinh tri hoa
mot cach 16 rang sy trang nghiém va kinh can ctia nguoi quén tir. “Dich truyén” dan 161 Khong
tir khi n6i 18 tirc 1a kinh. Va Manh tir ciing dit 1& ngang v6i long cung kinh®. Nhung kinh dién ma
Tir Can ho tmg hon ca 1a Lé ki. Cudn sach nay tuyén bd: “cung, kiém, trang, kinh 14 nhitng diéu
18 day”. Lé ki khong chi dan 161 Khong tir rang diéu quan trong nhat trong thuc hanh 18 1a kinh,
ma n6 con mé dau bang yéu cau: “Pumg bao gid bét kinh, nghiém can nhu dang chiém nghiém,
n6i nang diém dam, viing vang, dé dan an hoa”. Theo Lé ki, ¢6 hai li do co ban khién viée day
ngudi ta phai trang nghiém — cung kinh tré nén can thiét: i. “Nguoi quan tir cung kinh, trang
nghiém thi ngay cang 16n manh”, ii. “Vé mat ciia ngudi ta néu c6 khoanh khéc nao khong trang
nghiém thanh kinh thi d& dé cho cai ¥ kiéu man xam nhap”.

Yéu cau trang nghiém vai ké dudi, kinh cén véi ké trén ciia Tir Can khong chi mang tinh
dao drc ma con c¢6 khia canh chinh tri xa hoi. Dé hiéu sy can thiét cua yéu cau nay vé mat
chinh tri xa hoi, chung ta can hiéu quan niém ctia nguoi Trung Qudc ¢d vé xa hoi. Pay ciing 1a
gia dinh thtr tu 1am co sé cho quan diém chinh tri cia Nho giao vé dién mao.

Gia dinh tht tu 13 vil try va x3 hoi loai nguoi von c6 thir bac. Vi ca hai dia hat déu bao gdm

1 “Hong pham”, trong Kim c6 van T) huong thu toan dich, Giang Hao chu bién (NXB Nhén dan Quy Chau,

1990), 235. Tét cé trich dan lién quan dén tac pham nay déu duoc lay tir 4n ban trén va tir day vé sau s& duoc dan
1a Thuong thu.

2 Tu Can, “Phép tuong,” trong Trung ludn, thudc b Tung thu tap thanh so bién, tp 530, Vuorng Van Ngu chu
bién (Thuong vu An thu quéan, 1939), 2-3. Tét ca trich dan tir cudn Trung ludn deu dugc 14y tir 4n ban nay.

3 “Hong pham,” Thuong thu, 235; The Book of Songs: The Ancient Chinese Classic of Poetry, Arthur Waley dich
(Grove Press, 1996), 257, 287 “H¢ tur thuong,” Chu dich; va Manh tit.
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su phan chia thtr béc, mdi thir bac duoc danh gia gia tri khac nhau nhung déu van hanh theo
trat ty mot cach hai hoa theo do, moi nguoi déu co phan vi thich hop trong quan hé¢ véi nhiing
ngudi khéc, cao hay thap, trén hay dudi, quy hay tién, giéng nhu Trodi ¢ trén Dét trong vii try,
duc & trén cai trong cac loai thu, ch@)ng trén vg, cha trén con va vua trén bé toi trong xa hoi
loai nguoi. Tuy vay, nhitg bién biét nay khong nham phén chia hay ¢6 1ap ma 1a phan dinh
cac sy vat hay con nguoi. Boi nguoi Trung Quéc cb tin réng thai binh, trat tu va thinh vuong
12 hé qua cta sy twong giao hai hoa gitra cac su vat hién tuong, nhu giita Troi - Dét trong su
giao hoa duong - am, hay nhu nam — nir trong vi€c an ai. Do vay, dbi v&i nha nho, bién biét va
giao hoa 14 hai nguyén li nén tang dé xép dit va thong nhat xa hoi.

“Dich truyén” vii try hoa (va bang cach 4y minh chig cho) hai nguyén 1i nay: [Vi thay]
Trdi cao Dt thap, nén vach ra hai qué Can, Khon. Khi cao thap d bay dit ra thi quy, tién duoc
dinh vi; dong, tinh c6 luat nhét dinh thi manh yéu duoc xac dinh...! Bing viéc d& cao va thiét
1ap thir bac gitra Troi va Dét, dugc biéu trong hoa boi hai qué dau tién trong Kink Dich (qué
Can va qué Khoén), “Dich truyén” ham y can phai bién biét van vat. Mat khac, “Dich truyén”
cling nhan manh hoat dong tinh giao s€ san sinh va théng nhét van vat trong/cua vii tru: “Troi
dat giao cam ma van vat hoa ra c6 du hinh, gidng duc gidng cai két hop tinh khi ma van vt
sinh ng bién hoa”. Khéng tir noi: “Can, Khon 1a cura cia Dich chang? Can dai biéu nhirng vat
thudc vé duong, Khon dai biéu nhting vat thude vé am. Puc ctia Am duong hop véi nhau ma
cuong va nhu mai c6 thuc thé, nhan d6 ma suy dugc cong viéc cua troi dat va thong cam dugc
dtrc ctia than minh” (Chu dich).

Hon nita, Thoan tir ban vé qué Thai va qué Bi con chinh tri hoéa hon nira sy can thiét cua
viéc phan biét rd rang va tuong giao hai hoa giira cac sy vat, hién tuong béng cach nhan xét
rang gidng nhu sy tuong tac ciia Troi va Dat nbi két mudn vat, thi sy tuong tac gitra cai ¢ trén
va cai ¢ dudi, tuc la gitra bac cai tri va than dan, cling hop nhét y chi cua ho; néu khong thi
“thién ha khong c6 noi nao thanh bang qubc dugc”.

Nhu d3 biét, Nho giao chép nhén mdt cach khong do du viéc xa hdi va cac mbi quan h¢ déu
¢o thir bac?, vi du, hai 101 ran cua Khéng tir v tri quéc: “Vua ra vua, t01 ra to1, cha ra cha, con
ra con” va chap chinh “phai chinh danh” (Ludn ngir). Trong khi cac hoc gia hién dai da ding
khi luu ¥ vé chire ning diéu chinh dao dirc cta chinh danh?, thi Tuén tir lai trinh bay ngdn gon
vé cac muc tiéu chinh tri - x3 hdi cta chinh danh 1a: “lam o quy, tién” va “bién biét déng, di™.
Tom lai, thuyét chinh danh ctia Nho gido quy dinh mdi thanh vién va moi thanh vién trong xa
hoi phai 1am tron bon phan gia dinh, xa hoi, chinh tri va dao duc ctia minh, tirc 1a nhiing trach
nhiém do dia vi cua ho trong thang bac gia dinh va xa hoi yéu cau, déng thoi duge ngu v trong
danh hi¢u hay tudc vi ma ho dugc goi.

L “Hg tir thugng,” Chu dich. Xem “Thién dao,” Trang ti toan dich, 224-225.

2 CuDong T, Law and Society in Traditional China (Mouton, 1961), 226-230; Donald J. Munro, The Concept
of Man in Early China (Stanford University Press, 1969), 23-29; Benjamin 1. Schwartz, The World of Thought in
Ancient China (Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1985), 68; Karyn L. Lai, “Confucian Moral Thinking,”
Philosophy East and West, tap 45, s6 2 (thang 4, 1995): 263.

3 Lai, “Confucian Moral Thinking,” 251-253.

4 Tuan Hudng, “Chinh danh,” Tudn tir, 234.
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Dua trén tién dé vé sy bat binh déng clia van vat va tinh tat yéu cua phan cong lao dong,
luan diém ndi tiéng ctia Manh tir chong lai dé xuat ciia cac nha tu twdng phai Nong gia rang
béc cai tri nén trong cay gidng nhu ndng dan, ciing 14 ludn diém ung ho viéc phéan biét trong
x4 hoi. Manh tir cho réng ¢6 nhiing viéc danh cho “nguoi trén” lam va ¢6 nhiing diéu cho “ké
dudi” lam; c6 nguoi lam viée tri dc, cd nguoi lao dong chan tay; nguoi lam vige tri 6c¢ 1a bac
cai tri, nguoi lao dong chan tay 1a ké bi tri. DAy 1a “cai nghia 1i pho thong trong thién ha”, vi
pham diéu nay s& gay ra rdi loan trong thién ha (Manh tr). Tuong tu, Tuan tir cling xac nhan
quan diém d6 vi chung khong chi phan biét con ngudi véi tha vit ma quan trong hon, con to
chure con ngudi thanh mét xa hdi co6 hi¢u qua. Do do, tuyét doi khong thé thiéu su phan biét
thir bac xa hoi ddi véi nhan quan. Néu khong c6 chiing, nhan loai s& khong ngimng tim cach
thoa man ham mudn, giy ra xung dot khong ngimg gitta con ngudi véi nhau. Hau qua 1a con
nguoi sé tré 1én r6i loan, chia ré, suy yéu va khong thé ché ngu duoc cac su vat, hién tuong
khéc trong thién ha. Tt gbc do chinh tri - xa hi, dinh nghia ciua Tuan tr vé bién biét 1a “c6d
ton ti gitta nguoi quy va ké tién, c6 sy khac bi¢t gitra nguodi gia va nguoi tré, cd phan vi thich
hop cho ngudi gidu va ké ngheo, ngudi c6 thé luc va ké tim thuong trong xa hoi” (Tudn ).
Va Lé ki tuyén bd rang nhitng bién biét nay 1a khong thé thay doi.

Tuy nhién, khong phai moi bién biét déu c6 thé khién con ngudi trg thanh gidng loai c¢6
quyén luc téi cao trong thién ha, ma chi nhitng bién biét hop chinh nghia méi c6 thé dem lai
su hoa muc trong xa hoi: “Viéc bién biét do dau ma co thé thuc hién duoc? bap: Do nghia.
Cho nén, bién biét dua trén nghia thi hoa muc, hoa muc thi théng nhat, théng nhat thi nhiéu
ste, nhiéu stre thi 4t manh, manh &t théng vat” (Tudn tw). Theo do, béng cach coi sy hoa hop
xa hdi la phuong tién dé c6 duoc quyén luc, Tuan tu 1ap lai khéng dinh cua Khéng t réng
“hoa thuan thi khong it ngudi” (F{15.2Y). Tuong tw, Manh tir cling dé cao “nhan hoa” hon
“thién thoi” va “dia lgi” trong chién tranh (Manh tir). Va tim quan trong ciia hoa muc xa hoi
con dugc cac nha nho sau nay nhan manh hon nita'. Do d6, J oseph Needham da rt sic sao
khi nhan xét rang phuong dién quan tim chinh ctia Nho gigo 1a “cac mdi quan hé xi hoi chinh
dinh va hoa muc™.

Vi Nho gia, phwong tién quan trong nhat mang lai sy phan biét va hai hoa vé chinh tri - xa
hdi 14 18 va nhac. Tuan tir khong chi khrfmg dinh “phan biét khong c6 gi 16n béng 18” ma con
goi nhac 1a “cong cu thong nhat thién ha, 1a yéu linh ctia su trung hoa”. Chinh thong qua 18
nhac ma céac thanh vuong doi trudc da chi dan ngudi dan cing chung sdng mot cach vira co
trat tw, vira hoa muc. Cuing quan diém véi Tuén tir, Lé ki n6i rang trong khi “18 13 su phan biét
ctia troi dat” thi “nhac 1 s hoa hop cua troi dat”.

Vé mbi quan hé giira 1& va chinh tri, Lé ki vi 18 1a muc thude cua nguoi tho hay 1a “dai
binh” cua bac cai tri, noi ngén gon thi do6 1a cong cu chinh ddén quéc gia. Hon nira, Khéng
ttr duoc dan lai khi n6i “nhan dao” 1a chinh tri, nén tang cua chinh tri la 18. Phuong cach tdt
nhat dé thuc hanh chinh tri 1a bién biét va yéu ngudi; phuong cach tét nhat dé bién biét va
yéu nguoi 1a thong qua 1&; va phuong cach t6t nhat dé thue hanh 18 chinh 1a kinh. Hon nita,

1 Xem Ban C8, Hdn thu, tap 9 (Trung Hoa thu cuc, 1990), 2616.
2 Needham, Science and Civilisation in China, 3.
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nhu da trinh bay ¢ trén, nhiém vu chu yéu cua 1& 1a diéu chinh va 1am dién mao con nguoi
tré nén chinh dinh.
1.

Vi tin réng dién mao c6 lién quan véi thuc tai/ chan 1i, cai bén ngoai c6 li€n h¢ voi cai
bén trong, va ddc biét 1a cai bén ngoai co thé cai bién cai bén trong, cho nén trong mat
cua nguoi Trung Qubc ¢, dién mao ludn co y nghia va quan trong, bdi dién mao khong
chi thé hién, phan anh hay biéu thi diéu gi d6 sau sic va uyén 40, ma con c6 kha ning
dan dén nhitng hé qua nghiém trong. Vi nha nho, nhitng hé qua nay phan 16n khong lién
quan dén chinh tri - xd hoi, ma lién quan dén viéc duy tri hay pha huay trat tu va hoa hop
x4 hoi. Mdi ban tdm chinh tri ciia Nho gia (d3 dugc trinh bay kha rd trong phan thao luan
trudc va sé dugce 1am rd hon trong thao luan dudi day) dan dén viéc chinh trj hoa sau rong
ddi véi dién mao béng cach gén cho no tam quan trong vé chinh trj - x3 hoi hodc rut ra y
nghia 4y tir dién mao.

“Dich truyén” la vi du dién hinh cho xu huong chinh tri hoa cac hién tuong tu nhién cua
Nho gido. O day, chiing ta thiy ring cac bac thanh vwong, tir Phuc Hi dén vua Nghiéu, vua
Vi da cai tri thién ha béng cach quan sat nhiing biéu hién cia thé gioi, chéng han, anh tuong
ctia troi, hinh trang ctia dét, vét tich ciia mudng tha (va sau nay 1a qué dich). Bang cach ay, cac
thanh vuong day do, giup ich, thiét lap trat tu, bao v€ va cai tri thién ha. Noi cach khac, bﬁng
viéc quan sat thé gioi hién twong (hay qué dich biéu trung né), cac thanh vuong thoi ¢ hiéu
duoc cach dan dit cudc song van minh va cai tri phit hop. Do d6, Lé ki khang dinh “cac thanh
nhén thiu sudt troi dit dé cai tri”. Tt nhién, bai hoc chinh tri xa hoi quan trong nhat ma cac
thanh vuong hoc dugc tir cac hién tuong vii tru la mot xa hoi trat tuy va thai binh duoc t chire
theo thir bac 6n dinh, c6 sy bién biét rd rang va tuong giao hai hoa, gibng nhu Troi va Dét hay
qué Can va qué Khon.

Joseph Needham da chinh xé4c khi cho rang “hé théng cta Chu dich theo nghia nao dé 1a
tam guong phan chiéu hinh anh ctia x4 hoi quan liéu Trung Qudc™, boi néu hién tugng tu
nhién khong c6 y nghia nhan sinh thi ¥y nghia chinh tri - xa hoi ma cac thanh vuong rut ra tur
thé gi61 hién tuong thuc chét a hé qua cua sy phong chiéu va loai suy dugc nhéan tinh hoa: cac
thanh nhan phong chiéu quan niém cua ho vé trat ty chinh tri - xd hoi cia thé giGi con ngudi
ma ho séng 1€n vii tru hi¢n tugng, va 1oi lai dung chinh khai ni¢m vé trat tu vil tru éy - nhu moét
phép loai suy - dé hop thirc hoa (quan niém ban dau cua ho vé) trat tu loai nguoi. Py 1a chién
luge phd bién trong tu twdong Trung Qude cd: Hop thic hoa bang cach vil try hoa.

Viéc chinh tri hoa ciing dién ra tuong ty véi dién mao con ngudi. Theo “khudén mau 16n”
(hf)ng pham) vé cai tri trong Thuong thw, di€én mao con nguodi la mot trong “ngii su”: dién
mao (mao), 16i ndi (ngdn), nhin (thi), nghe (thinh) va suy nghi (tu). Mdi viéc trong ngii sy déu
hudng t6i két qua duoc ki vong: dung mao cung kinh thi trang nghiém, 16i néi phu hop thi
ngudi phuc ting, nhin nhan sang subt thi rd rang, ling nghe cham chu thi tinh tuong, va suy
nghi sau sic thi thiu sudt. Nhu tic gia cua thién “Hong pham” goi ¥ va nhu cac nha ch giai

L Needham, Science and Civilisation in China, 338. Xem thém Munro, The Concept of Man in Early China, 29-35.
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doi sau nhu Trinh Huyén (127-200) va Khong Dinh Pat (574-648) nhan manh, nhimng két qua
ay déu mang y nghia chinh tri - xa hoi. Nghia 1 cung kinh thi tao nén uy nghiém, thuan tong
tao nén trat ty; sang sudt thi rd moi viée; tinh tuong tao nén muu lugc; va thau sudt tao nén
thanh minh'. Do véy, khong phai ngiu nhién ma Thi kinh khuyén bac quan vuong: “can than
101 n6i ctia nguoi/ Kinh trong 1dy cai uy nghi ciia minh” dé “lam khuén mau phép tic cho toan
dan” (bai s6 256).

Dién mao con nguoi ¢ day trude tién chi dung mao, phong thai va ngdn ngir cua bac quan
tir hay bac quan vuong & noi cong cong, bai ngudi ta tin rang dién mao ay c6 kha ning tao ra
anh huong chinh tri - xa hoi manh mé nhéat. Khéng tur khong chi no6i dién mao va 101 n6i ding
muc 1a mot trong chin mdi quan tdm chinh ctia nguoi quan tir (Ludn ngiF); ma bac su biéu
con cong khai chinh tri hoa dién mao cta bac quan vuong béng cach: i. cho réng su an tri cua
vua Vii 1a nho nha vua giit dién mao quan vuong hop 18, tic 1a tu thé kinh céan, trang nghiém
trén ngai vang huéng mat vé nam; ii. cho rang v4i bac quan vuong, diém quan trong thr hai
trong chinh tri sau khi d chinh danh 12 151 n6i phai duoc tudn theo, bang khong thi viéc khong
thanh; iii. khang dinh 10i n6i ctia quan vuong c6 thé dung 1ap nhung ciing c6 thé hity hoai mot
dat nu6e (Ludn ngir).

“Dich truyén” khong chi nhéc lai tim quan trong trong 151 n6i ctia ngudi quan tir va sirc
manh phi thuong cia tu thé vuong gia trén ngai vang nhung lai noi rang thién ha trd nén trat
tur va thai binh khi cac bac thanh vuong nhu Hoang dé, Nghiéu, Thuan don gian chi mic y
thudong phu hop qué Can va qué Khon. O day, ta c6 thé hiéu viéc mic phdm phuc cia bac dé
vuong la (biéu tuong hoa) su thiét lap trat ty ding dén cua thién ha, hay la sy phan biét (dugc
biéu trung bang qué Can va qué Khon) gitra cao - thip, trén - dudi, quy - tién. Qua thuc, 18
bao ham céc quy dinh chi tiét vé trang phuc dé vach ranh gidi cho su phan biét vé mat xa hoi.
L& quy dinh moi nguoi, dac biét 1a téng 16p cai tri, phai an mac dung voi déng cép va phan vi
cua ho?.

Rét hop li khi sy chinh tri hoa dién mao ctia Nho gido dat téi dinh diém trong 1& nghi, von
1a cong cu diéu chinh va tinh luyén cach xir thé ctia nguoi quan tir, 1a “khudén mau 16n” vé
chinh tri ctia bac quan vuong. Khi néi vé Quan 18 (1& d6i mii) khi nguoi con trai tron 20 tudi,
danh du ngay tré thanh nguoi truong thanh, Chuong 43 sach Lé ki mé dau nhu sau: “So di
con nguoi 1 ngudi duoc 1 nho ¢6 18 nghia vay. Dau tién cta 18 nghia 1a phai chinh dinh dung
mao, hinh thé, chinh té nhan sic, thuan theo 1énh nguoi trén. Dung mao hinh thé chinh dinh,
nhan sic chinh t&, ménh 1énh thuan rdi sau do, 1& nghia méi hoan bi, dung do dé lam chinh dao
vua t61, lam than tinh cha con, 1am hoa hop 16n nhé. Vua t6i1 da chinh duoc, cha con da than
duoc, 16n nho da hoa hop dugc, sau d6 18 nghia mai 1ap nén dugce. Cho nén (18) Quan rOi sau
d6 moi tiét 1& méi hoan bi, moi tiét 18 hoan bi rdi dung mao mai chinh dinh, nhan sdc moi té
chinh, ménh 1énh méi thun tong. Cho nén néi (18) Quan 13 dau méi cua 1877,

1 “Héng pham,” Thuong thw, 235-236; “Thuong thu chu s6,” trong Tiwr bo bi yéu, tap 3 (Pai Loan Trung Hoa
Thu cuc, 1965), 113.
2 Xem thém Lé ki (chwong 13 va chuong 39) va Tudn tir.

3 Dich theo Nguyén Tén Nhan, Kinh Lé (NXB Vin hoc, 1999), 356 (ND).
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Theo ham ¥ cua kinh van, dién mao pht hop ctia con ngudi gop phan tao nén mot xa hoi
trat tu, thai binh va hoa muc. Vi vdy, chuong nay ciing cho rang cac thanh vuong thoi ¢d rat
coi trong nghi thirc doi mii bdi y nghia chinh tri - xa hoi ctia n6. Tuong tu, Chuong 39 sach
Lé ki ciing dao dtrc hoa va chinh tri hoa “tham y”! cta tang 10p cai tri, trong khi Chuong 19
khang dinh rang néu ngudi quéan tir dung nhac dé diéu hoa ndi tam va ding 18 dé diéu chinh
vé ngoai thi: “Dan (ldy d6) chiém ngudng ma khong xay ra tranh gianh, dan chi can nhin dung
mao bén ngoai ma da khong dam sinh ra ki€u man. D6 1a vi 4nh sang ruc rd cua dioe lam dong
bén trong nén dan khong ai khong dam khong nghe theo, nguyén li phat ra bén ngoai nén dan
khong ai khong thuan theo. Cho nén bao: Pao nghién ciru 1 nhac thi hanh vi tri thién ha khong
¢6 gi 1a kho ca”2. Hon nita, Chuong 19 con mé ta dién mao quyén uy ay ctia ngudi quan tir 1a
trang nghiém va cung kinh.

Nhu nhiéu kinh dién di xac nhén, sy nhdn manh thuong truc cua Nho gido vao sy trang
nghiém va cung kinh 1a hé qua cua qua trinh chinh tri héa manh mé d6i voi su trang nghiém
va dang kinh ctia nguoi quan tir. Thién “Hong pham” sach Thuwong thir quy dinh dién mao
ctia con ngudi bt dau tir “cung kinh”. Nhung trong trudng hop béc cai tri xuit hién trude
bé t6i ctia minh, “cung” thuc chat c¢6 nghia Ia sy uy nghiém dang so khién cho bé toi phai
cung kinh, nghiém tac va s¢ hai. Nhu vay, khi Tét cong véi su khon ngoan va chinh dinh
ctia minh “cai tri than dan véi vé mat nghiém nghi, khién khong ai dam khong cung kinh
va 1am trai 16i ong” (Thuong thw). Tuong tu, khi duoc hoi vé viée lam cach nao ngudi dan
kinh trong bac quan vuong, Khong tir dap: “Ung xir voi dan bang su trang nghiém thi dan
kinh trong”.

Lé ki m6 ta quan hé nhan qua giita vé uy nghi va sy ton kinh tir ngudi dan bang phép so
sanh voi than - tdm, tdm tugng trung cho bac quan vuong va than tugng trung cho dan thuong:
khi tdm nghiém trang thi than s& ngay ngan va an 6n, khi tim nghiém tic thi than s& cung
kinh. O doan khac, Lé ki cho rang 1i do khién bAc cai tri anh hudng manh mé dbi véi than dan
ctia minh 1a vi “trang nghiém, kinh can thi uy nghiém”. Két qua 14 khi nhin thiy nguoi quan
tir, dan chung sé khong dam cau tha hay phong ting ma trd nén can trong va thuan tong, tir
do6 thién ha dugc trat ty va thai binh. Nhung néu nguoi quan tir xudt hién v&i mot dién mao
khac, thiéu trang nghiém thi nguoi binh thudng sé sinh sy va bat phyc tung, va chic chin s&
dan dén hdn loan.

O day, Lé ki 13p lai nhitng canh bao cua Khong tir: “ngudi quén tir khong trang trong, thi
khong c6 uy”; va néu bac quin vuong “ing xtr voi dan ma khong trang nghiém thi dan ciing
khong kinh trong” (Ludn ngi). Theo “Dich truyén”, Khong tir cho rang khong thé rén cho
ngudi dudi biét tuan 1énh néu khong thiéu nghiém trang va quyén luc (Chu dich). Hon nita,
khi nhdn manh sy can thiét phai trang nghiém ctia nguoi quan tir trude dan ching, Khong tir
cling cho rang can phai ding dién mao trang nghiém cua ngudi quan tr dé khoi goi & dan
chung mot cam xuc khac: s¢ hai.

1 Tham y la loai trang phuc c6 phén trén (goi 1a y 4¢) va phan duéi (goi la thuong %), khau lai v6i nhau thanh

mot manh lién. Xem thém https://daivietcophong.wordpress.com/2016/07/16/tham-y/ (ND).
2 Dich theo Nguyén Toén Nhan, Kinh Lé, 182-183 (ND).
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Khong tir nghi rang dién mao ciia quan tir phai “uy nghiém, khién ngudi nhin vao phai sg
sét” (Ludn ngi¥). Lé ki cling dan 16i Khong tir khi khang dinh néu ngudi quén tir xir sy phi hop
thi “dién mao du khién nguoi ta so hii, sic dién du khién nguoi ta kiéng de, 10i néi du khién
nguoi ta tin tuong”. Vi ki vong nhu vdy véi dién mao cua bac quan vuong nén Manh tir da
that vong v6i Luong Tuong Vuong, boi 6ng ta xuat hién khong ra dang mot quan vuong, cling
khong khién nguoi khac phai kinh s¢ (Manh tr). Mac du viée khoi ddy su so hai cling dong vai
trd quan trong khién bac cai tri nghiém tic va can trong véi bon phan ctiia minh (Thueong thie),
nhung cam giac so hii & day cha yéu 1a phan g cua ké bé t6i voi quan vuong.

Theo nghia d6, chinh tri dién mao trang nghiém va cung kinh cia Nho gido thuc chat 1a
nén chinh tri kinh so ma sy trang nghiém cua bac quan vuong trudc cac bé t6i duoc st dung
nhu mot “chién luge gy s¢ hii” nhim dam bao mot triéu dinh van hanh 6n dinh va mot
xa hoi thai binh. Piéu nay giai thich vi sao Tur Can lai doi hoi phai trang nghiém vé6i nguoi
dudi va vi sao Lé ki tuyén bd rang muyc dich cia 18 1a day nguoi ta trang nghlem va cung
kinh. Hon nita, chinh tri kinh s ctia Nho gi4o ciing li giai nhirng diéu chinh chi tiét trong Lé
ki d6i voi phong thai ctia ngudi quan tir: “chan bude cham, tay cung kinh, mit doan chinh,
miéng yén ling, tiéng binh hoa, dau ngay thang, hoi th khoan thai, tu thé nghiém ngan va
sdc mit trang nghiém”.

Dbi voi Khong tir, y phuc 1a phuong tién hiéu qua dé ngudi quan tir ting cuong uy thé cho
dién mao ctia ho. Khi duoc hoi ngudi quan tir 1am thé nao dé c6 dang vé uy nghi ma khong
dir ton, Khong tir day: “4o mii ngay ngan, anh mat ton nghiém” (Ludn ngir). Ngoai ra, Tudn tir
con chi ra cac diéu mua chién tran ciing c¢6 thé lam cho nguoi ta tré nén nghiém trang, va am
nhac trang nghiém va long trong c6 thé khién ngudi ta tré nén nghiém ngin. Vi thé, khong ké
dich nao dam de doa dat nudc (Tudn tr).

Do d6, dién mao trang nghiém va cung kinh ctia ngudi quén tir & noi cong cong la diéu
khong thé thiéu: khong chi bdi dién mao hd tro cho viée tu dudng cua nguodi quan tir va bién
ho thanh nguoi “lam phép tic cho dan ching” (Thi kinh, bai s6 256), ma con boi ngudi ta tin
rang hinh anh ding muc ctia ngudi quan tir & noi cong cong cling anh hudng dén trat tu xa hoi,
hoa binh va vAn ménh cua dé ché.

V.

Mic du rat kho dé kiém ching tac dong chinh tri - xa hoi duoc cho 1a xuat phat tir dién mao
ctia ngudi quén tir, nhung mot hé qua c6 thé nhan thdy 1a khudén mit ciia ngudi quén tir Trung
Qudc truyén théng mang vé nghiém nghi thai qua. Dé thé hién sy trang nghiém va quyén luc
ctia minh khi xuét hién trudc cong chung, ngudi quan tir phai kiém ché vui cuoi, boi guong
mat tuoi cudi hiém khi dugc cho 1a cung kinh va gay s¢ hai. Trai lai, sy khinh suét thuong
bi xem 1a ddi lap véi su trang nghiém va kinh can, nhu Phuc tir ting nhan xét: “Nguoi khach
nhin ta ma cuoi, thé 1 khinh nhon”'. Mic du 18 hdu nhu khong ngin cdm mot cach rd rang
viéc nguoi quan tir khong duoc biéu 16 vé vui dua noi cong cong, ngoai trir ran day dao lam
con phai “kh6ng ndi ning bira bii, khong cudi diia nham nhi”?, nhung du sao ciing c¢6 thé hiéu

L Chién quéc sdch, quyén 21, tap 1, Luu Huéng bién soan (NXB Cb tich Thugng Hai, 1998), 757.
2 Dich theo Nguyen Ton Nhan Kinh Lé, 38 (ND).
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rang khi nguoi quan tir tiép thu yéu cau nghiém ngit cta 18 vé cung kinh va trang nghiém noi
cong cong s& tao nén co ché ty giam sat d6i véi viée thé hién éc hai hude noi cong cong.

Su canh giac nay con duoc ting cuong boi thai do khic ki va than trong ctia ngudi Trung
Quéc d6i v6i su dua vui, von nhin su dua vui, khoi hai va hai hudce béng cai nhin ti€u cuc.
Do vay, trong phén kinh van cua Chu dich, tiéng cuoi khuc khich ctia phu nit va con tré dugc
xem nhu mot diém gd, con trong “Dich truyén”, né duogc dién giai la diu hiéu cua sy “mat
phép nha” (Chu dich). Thwong thir ciing thé hién quan diém tuong tu & quy mod qudc gia khi
quy nguyén su sup d6 cia mot vuong tridu cho sy thich dia vui (dam hi) ciia nha vua (Thieong
thi). Vi thé, c6 mot vi vua di canh cdo bé toi khong duge dua bon, biéng nhac (Thurong thur).

Loi ran khong dugce dua gion cling 1a 161 canh bao khong duogc néi dua. Nguoi quan tir duoc
chi din phai can trong voi 10i néi dia boi ngdn ngit ctia 101 ndi dua bi coi 1a mang sin 4c y (&).
Diéu nay dugc thé hién ngay trong chinh ciu tao ciia chir Han dung dé chi viéc ndi dua trong
cb van: gzg(hudc, v6n chi 10 néi ac ).

Nhu di Iuu y ¢ trén, Khong tir xem 10i noi ctia ngudi quan tir ¢6 thé dan dén nhitng hau qua
nghiém trong. Vi vay, kinh dién Nho gido yéu cau phai “than ngdn”: “cén trong 10i nguoi noi
ra”. Theo “Dich truyén”, Khéng tir nhAn manh su can thiét vé mat chinh trj - xa hoi cua viéc
than ngon khi canh bao: “loan s& di sinh ra, 4t do 101 n6i lam thang dan”, va ng con canh bao
thém rang “10i noi, viéc 1am ciia ngudi quan tir cam dong dugc troi dat, nhu vy co thé ching
than trong u?”. C6 thé noi, thai do than trong nhu vay v6i ngdn tir da gop phan hinh thanh nén
dén duc tinh truyén thong ctia ngudi Trung Qudc: kiém 10i.

Néu tinh khoi hai va ngon ngir khoi hai 1a can thiét cho 6¢ hai hude, thi su canh giac voi su
dua gion cling chinh la sy canh giac ddi v6i hai hude. Mot 1an nita, Tt Can lai thé hién rd nhat
h¢ qua cua thai do khéc ki va than trong noi trén, cling nhu cua chinh tri dién mao cia Nho
gi4o, khi 6ng khuyén rang dé xay dung mot dién mao mau muc, “ngudi quan tir miéng khong
no6i 101 dua cot, than khong lam viéc bong dua”. 6] day, Tu Can duong nhu mudn nébi réng
ngudi quan tir nén tranh xa hoan toan su hai huéc, nghe dung nhu mot “hu nho”, kiéu ngudi
ma theo Phing Mong Long (1574-1646, ngudi ting bién soan nhiéu tuyén tap truyén cudi
Trung Hoa)', su nghiém tic qua mirc cua ho khong chi giét chét niém vui séng ma con lam
bang hoai tinh than va hon thé nira. Nhung ca Tir Can va Phung Mong Long déu qua phong
dai, boi 18 chua bao gid yéu cau ngudi quén tir phai giit guong mit dir ton moi lac. Tham chi
Khéng tir “¢ nha thi dang vé ty nhién” (Ludn ngiF). Trén thyc té, Lé ki con quy dinh: khi “&
nha an nhan thi ddng vé 6n hoa”. C6 thé cho rang trén thuc té, chinh sy 6n hoa & noi riéng tu
d3 nudi dudng oc hai hude ca nhan ciia nguoi quan tir, va éc hai hudc, thay vi bi cim hoan
toan, nén dugc diéu chinh va gidi han trong nhitng khoang thoi gian va khong gian phit hop
nhu moi dang thirc hanh vi cua con nguoi.

Qua thuc, chinh tri dién mao cua Nho giao co thé it c6 y nghia ddi vai chung ta hon so
v6i nguoi Trung Qudc ¢d, boi chiing ta c6 thé khong co chung niém tin v6i ho vé mbi tuong
quan tat yéu gitra dién mao va thuc tai/ chan 1i; vé sy anh hudng qua lai giita cai bén trong va

3 Phung Mong Long, C6 kim tiéu thuyét (NXB Nhan dan Ha Bic, 1985), 9.

106



Weihe Xu (Nguyén Trwong Sinh dich) — Chinh tri dién mao ciia Nho gido va tic déng ciia né...

cai bén ngoai, vé trat tu ton ti trong céac mbi quan hé con nguoi, hay y nghia ngi tai vé chinh
tri - xa hoi cua cac hién tuong ty nhién. Nhirng niém tin phé quat dugc hinh thanh 1ol thay dodi
nhu thé nao 13 van dé phuc tap va thuong kho ma chimg minh dugc tinh xac thuc ciia ching.
William James tung noi: “Sy khat khao mot loai chan i nao do6 ¢ day co thé dan dén sy ton tai
cta chan 1i dac biét d6'. Tuy nhién, trong truong hop chinh tri dién mao cia Nho gido, chinh
niém tin va thai do truyén thong co tinh nén tang da khién 6c hai hudc cta bac quan tir Trung
Qudc bién mat khi ho xuat hién trudc cong ching.

NGUYEN TRUONG SINH* dich

L William James, The Will to Believe and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy (Longmans Green and Co., 1905), 25.
* ThS. - Vién Van hoc. Email: sinhnt194@gmail.com

107





